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7 ' Attached hereto is a raneet x of the ncetings — | 
; sso ex-~erman ss Gottlob Berrer, As I ae 
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_— Stnerelyy Bn 2 ee 
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| SUBJECT: Interview with Ex-Ceneral Gottlob Rerger,, ss 
ds The Subject was interviewed in’ the War Criminal Prison Nos2 0°) 
in Landsberg an Lech/Bavaria. Permission to interview the prisoner was 
obtained frou Colonel #alter Rk. Grabam, the Prison Director, who gave 
- his complete cooperation in arrangin; for this interview. He turned. a 
. over the custody of General “erger, within the limite of the Aduinistra~ | ‘ee 
tive Buildinz, and set aside a private conference room for tue interview. 2 -~ 
| Ko time linit for the duration of ‘the interview was pet. Egy a ya ee a 


; @. Neither a guard nor an interpreter was present at any time during 
the course of the interview with Berger, The entire conversation wes in 
German because sercer said he did not knew English or his knowledge of - Boh 
it was too fraguentary. de was given the letter from Geuoral Vanamuan =. 
and General Spivey and ite contents wore translated for iu. Ye was 
allowed to keep it, erger was overjoyed ic lear. that iv was from ae 
General Spivey3 he did not react to the nase -of General, VYananan. The oo: - 
original of Serger's reply to Genoral Vanawan's and General Spiveyts 
letter is attached. ei Rye ae as . “> 


/ de Cerger was told that.we would like to haar details avout the = 
| Secret inforuation which he was susposed to have. Zerger stated a 

he had received information fro: sources quiside the prison that a ge igo eee 

Russian intellience network operating oct of. Uerlin against the Hestern . a) 
_ Powers is run ty two men known to Hercer, hese two nen are former) 0 0 
These _ 

esen opera: & network for toe Russians fron the Qussian 

Sector of Jerlin er could not pinpoint the place but clained the — 

. headquarters was a croup of remote houses somewhere in the general area 
of Weissensee or Fucrstenwalde. Ue said the over-all direction of this ~ 
network came from Yoscow. All communication between Koscow and Rerlin 
is by short wave. This network has agents wiich gather intellirence | 
information in Sestern Jermany through the following means: (a) having 
agents within the VYN and other Communist front organisations located in - 
Western Cermany; (b) using members of the RPD as agents in Western §  -. 

_ dermamys (c) using agenta whose specialty is to report on the military 
OB of the Western Occupation forces; and (d) using Displaced Persons — 
(particularly #alis) to spy on other Displaced Persons. They are . : 

“pressed into such work by threat of reprisals by the. Russians in the ; 
pa event that Russia (or the Communists) seize all of Sermany. In short, . - 
/. Bewger said that intellizence information is gathered using the above .. . 
55X1... far aethods and ie sent nF Serlin who, in turn, 
teat 4% to Moscow via short wave. eas ee tS os 


25X11 


Secce xy Spproved For Release 2444 (0 {#6 J CIA-RDP80RO1731R002900380031-0 © 


eo Approved “ 2004/07/08 :<GIA-RDP80R01731R002900380031-0  - 


, Ee ok ee os. oa 
os ,8 hk. Barger stated Ge eg aie eel Hie 
5X1 inforaation on[__sjwas s c nd asounts to no more than that - BO ce: 
D5 x was a German general in jiorway. durinc. the last war, had contacts ER ada 
1 Adwiral Canaris, and was later assimed to the Eastern Iront, where‘ Si 
he was captured by the Russians. For seven years prior to the war, == 
b5Xx1 [was an Abwebr agent in. Brasil and Argentina and had agent contacts 
_.. in Uruguay and Spain, | He returned to Germany before the war and eventu« bane 
ally attained the rank.of Obergruppenfuehrer in the SS. Berger stated = 25X° 
; _ ‘that Himler dismissed [| fron the 58 for looting silverware and silk ae 
25X1 clothing, Ha was sent to the Eastern vront and was captured by the — - . 25X 


Russians, It is serger's theory that (was captured first by the a 25x 
Russians and agreed to work for then, [saw to it that his brothar~ 

in-law was freed from a Russian Poy canpand[ |parsuaded (_lto -. “95K 
work for the Russians, ao és le oa, 


| f-. % S. Rerzer stated that te has not been in contact withC lang... 
25X1 ‘L Bince 1943, He claims that it is possible to contact then thrangh eS 
woman (no deseriptior obtained) who frequents a bar in the Pantow section _ ae 
of Berlin (name and leeation of car was not clven}. This woman is a Mere a 
Rersonal friend of the iwo sletars wo ~arrted _ Berger: - 
says he knows this woman and has information that whe har been a steady 0” 
customer of the bay in Panker for thy past six months, He said that he was. 
the only onc who coul.l cmbact her, bub he €id not ane that he be taken el 
out of prison in order to «ake the: contact. The inference thot this was 
Waat he wanted wan, of course, perfectly clear, It was not Sucgested 
that we were interested in getting hin out of prison for this Purpose y 
because it vesmed obvious that the information he had was of no real ee Se 
.interest to us, In the Course of the thres-hour conversation with Perger, 
he did not use a vocabulary which indicated a rrofessional knowledge of © 
the intellivence cane, Excert for the nromise to attempt to have his 
letter delivered to Generals Vananan and Spivey, nothins was stated to 
give Rerger hopes that he nicht be released from prison in return for 
the infornation he had just given, . 


6, During the evenitig of 22 uarch, liv. A. P. Stone, Office of Special _ 


briefed about details, int enough infermation was given in the course of bo ya 
the conversation to demonstrate that we had not obtained an exclusive 


7? Serger is about 6¢-34 tall, dark brown hair, looks about 55 years 

_ ‘Of age, brown eyes, several zold tecth with one of his front lower teeth 
—.- Biesing, and weichs about 200 Lbs, He said he cid not euffer fron ayo. 
bediiy disorders. He looked physically fit and would at this date out 
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quite an imposing figure if his prison zarb Were veplaced hy a Waffen ss: 
Seneral's uniforn. Although not obliged to Listen, 15 was pleasant to 2 
tear sons of his declamations and perorations. there Is no point in - 

goin; into detaiis, but the following conclusions can be safely dvayns - 

(a) he is anti~?renchy (b) he is vielently anti-Commnist; (c) he clains 

no interest in polities but said he joined the NSDAP by a sort of drage 
net recruitment in 1931; and (@) he feels that hia wweatment of partisans .. - 
was only a defensive nearure «hen he had to undertake because they did ~ 
not comply with the rules of warfare. - After about three hours, it was ite ay, <6 
simified that the interview sould end, It was then that Herger made. - 
one direct request: namely, that a message be conveyed to toneral Spivey. 

He was eiven paper and pen and requested to put the message in writing 

anc was informed that an attempt would he made to deliver it, although 
delivery could not. be puaranteed, Attached 2s the original of this 

letter with accoupanying translation, |. a 


G. Colonel Graham stated that Werger was not one of "Lis bad actors" 

oF “calincerers® and his prison record, bein: negative, cust be preeuned oct e 
wood. He said that his prisoners cat good and arple aneunts of food sunplied ~~ 

by the Savarian Yovermment, Graken has 4 relebilitation PROCKAar corns: a 

of seventeen different trades ( wateh, radio, furniture, carpentry, ste.) i. 

which all prisoners excert those exmipt on account of age and vhysieal .. 

disability oust partic inate in to enable then to adjust to their community 

| after their releane, The prisoners can meet relatives tyo hours per. 

month. There is mo litt on their rcetings with counsel. . Their personal 

wall ie Limited and censored, However, there is no Mat on the auount 

of mail deslince with adcinietrative matters cr letters fron coumsel. _ 

The exact limit on the packaces the crisoners uny receive is rot recalled - 

but it is quite cenerous as to weivht and quantity. The tevariae Soverne 

rent supplies 20 doctors to take care a? tke nearly 500 insatcs. . These 

observations are merely added ta show that: (2) Rerger is not ccne ; 

to # Solitary dungeon on bread and water; ant (hb) he has. sore oprortunL ty 

to know what 45 coin on in the outside world, 0s 


Je Reger can be conveniently resinterviewe? any time vithin the 
next 26 years in Landsberg fail, 5° 8 . Se ere 
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